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CLOSING THE GAP AGREEMENT 
190. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the Council of Australian Governments’ national Closing the Gap agreement that will expire on 
30 June 2013 and to comments made by the Premier that, “There is a lot of work to be done, it’s a complex and 
difficult issue but it’s one that rises above the interests of party politics and it’s one that rises above the interests 
of different governments.” 
(1) Will the government commit to re-signing the agreement in 2013?  
(2) Will the government fund the program at least at the same rate as the previous program?  
(3) When will the government make an announcement to commit to the agreement it promised at the last 

election?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(3) This is a very important question. The program is something that I support 100 per cent. There have 

been ongoing discussions. Of course it was part of the COAG process. We were waiting for the federal 
government to make a commitment. In fact, within days of the COAG meeting, I raised with the 
Premier the issue of why it was not on the COAG agenda and could he please make sure he spoke to his 
federal colleagues to ensure it was on the COAG agenda because it was something that I felt was of 
critical importance. Subject to that, the federal government made a public commitment to fund the 
Closing the Gap program and has put funds forward. I understand one other state at this stage has done 
that. The issue was that the COAG funding ran out at the end of June and what happens then? We are 
not doing our budget until August. We, through the Department of Health, told all employees. It created 
a critical gap in funding for those communities. We advised all staff currently employed through the 
COAG process. Remember, there is state and federal funding; we operate independently. Off the top of 
my head, something in the order of $117 million over four years was our previous commitment. The 
program has been an outstanding success. We committed through Health that we would continue to 
employ the staff working there until September to make sure that staff, while waiting for the 
government to make a funding commitment, did not go off to seek jobs elsewhere. We committed to 
guarantee their employment. We are now going through the budget process. That is one of the items for 
government consideration with regard to the budget.  

Mr M. McGowan: Yes or no? It expires on 30 June.  
Dr K.D. HAMES: I cannot say. It will not be for me to say. 
Mr M. McGowan: The budget is not until August. This expires on 30 June.  
Dr K.D. HAMES: It will not be up to me to say. It will be up to the government, through cabinet, and will 
presumably be announced by the Treasurer. When that decision is made, he will make the announcement.  
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